The Akhbari — Usooli Divide in the Twelver Shia 


To understand the divide between the Aghbari and the Usooli sects in the Twelver Shia, it is necessary 
to get an idea of what each sect believes. 


We begin first by looking at Akhbari ideology which says: 


Only an Infallible (Masoom), like the Holy Prophet v= or an Imam ¢, can derive edicts from, and/or 
interpret the Holy Quran in order to: 

¢ To maintain society on the path of salvation 

* To (further) clarify what has already been revealed 

* To address any new developments and/or unprecedented matters that arise 


For Aghbaris, this ideology applies in every way to all fields of human understanding, knowledge, and 
spirituality. 


In comparison, the Usooli ideology says: 


Allah U« has given us, mankind, a sound, flawless Quran, and a matching intellect to boot, that allows 
us to derive edicts from, and/or to interpret the Holy Quran in order to: 

* To maintain society on the path of salvation 

* To (further) clarify what has already been revealed 

* To address any new developments and/or unprecedented matters that arise 


For Usoolis, however, this ideology applies even in the absence of an infallible Masoom like the Holy 
Prophet U= and the Imam ¢, and they also hold it to apply in every way to all fields of human 
understanding, knowledge, and spirituality. 


Both Akhbaris and Usoolis, together, at the present stage of s Sl 44£ The Major Occultation, the 
Great Period of Absence of the 12th Imam ¢, face significant challenges such as: 


¢ Earning a halal penny to meet daily needs and expenses for 
* Food 
¢ Shelter 
* Family, etc. 


* Shielding themselves from external (i.e. non-Shia) influences in: 
¢ Education 
* Ideology 
* Science and Technology, etc. 


¢ Trying to remain steadfast in their faith by: 
* Holding onto prophetic ethics & values 
* Maintaining a sense of “ummah,” or Islamic Nationalism 
* Opposing liberal/left-wing ideology 


This is because any attempt(s) to keep up, and make progress along with the rest of the world 
necessitates: 

¢ Adoption of secular ethics & values 

* Political leadership and guidance 

* Increase in left-wing bias 


In addition to these challenges, further difficulties present themselves to both Aghbaris and Usoolis 
insofar as both groups understand their society’s Islamic ethics and values are susceptible to change as 
a direct result of of the significant challenges they face, especially in the absence of an infallible 
leader. 


However, the Akhbari solution in such a (very) bad situation is to try diligently to adhere to the 
teachings that they follow while still allowing themselves: 
* To stay relevant with the times, and make sociopolitical progress in step with the rest 
of the world 
* To incorporate/adopt new scientific and technological discoveries and advancements 
into the Akhbari lifestyle 
* To oppose the (conscious) interpolation of external ideologies and paradigms with 
Quranic teachings and prophetic traditions 


..And they do this by sticking ever-increasingly to the well-known traditions/narrations that they 
already have in hand, and that they know, without any doubt(s) or second guessing themselves, to be 
attributed to the Masoomeen ¢. 


In contrast, the Usooli solution in such a (very) bad situation is to try diligently adhering to the 
teachings they follow while still allowing themselves: 
To stay relevant with the times, and make sociopolitical progress in step with the rest 
of the world 
* To incorporate/adopt new scientific and technological discoveries and advancements 
into the Usooli lifestyle 
* To legitimize interpolation of external ideologies and paradigms in light of Quranic 
teachings and prophetic traditions 


...Which they try to do by becoming ever-increasingly dependant on the edicts of the (Grand) 
Marajas/Ayatollahs. 


However, both Usoolis and Akhbaris, despite their efforts, are still on a path where the prophetic 
traditions or the clerical edicts that they follow and the spiritual values that they hold: 


* will gradually take a back seat, or become entirely phased out 

* religion will be seen as an absurdity that individuals are free to adopt or to reject, or 
as a lucrative business if approached with discretion 

* priority will be given to achieving material needs & success, rather than to spiritual 
needs & success (i.e. worshiping Allah to get into eternal heaven) 


..All as a result of them trying to focus increasingly on meeting their immediate material needs, and 
prioritizing and valuing politics and economics over their religion and spirituality to meet those needs. 


Amir al-Momineen ¢ provides warning signs of such a developments through his prophecy in which 
he says: 

- After a hundred and fifty years, (#8 ¢! s«|-infidel rulers), (4154 +Us\-unreliable treasurers), and 
(Agua clé ¢-immoral officials) will gain power and control over society. Although the number 
of businesses will increase, profits will decrease. Unreasonably high rates of interest will 
spread, the number of illegitimate children will increase, adultery will be widespread, 
relatives will deny each other, (49! =4e3; subjugation will end), men and women will find 
gratification with their respective genders. 

- Aman in the audience of the Amir ¢ stood up and asked: What should we do when these 
signs appear, and society becomes like this? 

+ The Amir ¢ responded: [4 ¢!! 4 ¢ll- Make a break for it! Make a break for it!], because 
Allah’s justice will keep spreading amongst the Muslim nation only so long as [c-!! Jy al aa la 
eel «l- their spiritual leaders do not give-in to/incline towards their political leaders], and 
only so long as the pious [spiritual leaders] among them reprimand the immoral [spiritual 
leaders] among them. If they do not do so, [| s5%«!| ai and they then become [alarmed at; 
realize] what has happened], and call on Allah for help saying: There is no God except Allah, 
then Allah will call [those spiritual leaders] out from the highest peak of creation saying: [ei3S 
Csi lg pil You are liars, you do not sincerely believe in what you say] (Bihar alAnwar, 
vol. 52, p. 288) 


ae the Holy Quran says outright that: 
(in 9a'g gal ph) RL [oT GT ad Sail al a Gy [ils 58 SUT | AUT Suall GBH Oh 
* Ch. 87:16-19 
+ Yet you prefer this life | While the Afterlife is better and 
* more lasting | Indeed, this was also mentioned in the previous scriptures | the scriptures of 
Abraham and Moses 


Once we realize that purpose of the guidance given to mankind by Allah U, i.e. in particular to the 
spiritual leaders of the group, is: 
* To prevent believers from abandoning their religion and spiritual focus, and to keep 
them prioritized on working towards rewards in the afterlife 
* To make believers disdain becoming distracted by the material life, and thereby avoid 
eternal damnation 
...We then also realize that the teachings of the infallible Masoomeen ¢ emphasize these same points. 


In fact, the Amir ¢ advises is that: 

* You should also fear calamities that destroyed societies of the past because of their evil deeds, 
and the detestable actions they committed 

* Remember what happened to them as their societies developed, and be careful that your 
society does not follow that same trajectory 

* Reflect on the experiences of those people, and adopt everything which earned them 
reverence by which their enemies avoided conflicts with them, and as a result of which they 
remained safe and secure, amassed riches, and earned their respect and renown in the eyes of 
others (Nahj alBalagha Part 1 Sermons, Sermon 192) 


And, in that same sermon, he ¢ further advises to: 


Adopt the strategies by which great civilizations of the past 
succeeded, which are: 

— avoid internal conflict 

— remain united, and 

— encourage each other in both these aspects 


Avoid the faults that caused those same great civilizations to 
crumble and be wiped off the face of the earth, which are: 
— bearing grudges against each other 
— having hatred for each other, and 
— ignoring and deserting each other during difficult times 


From all this we can see that Allah’s true scriptures and doctrine (i.e. religion): 
* Contain effective rulings and deep-seeded principles which the Amir ¢ describes as: 
* A firm foundation 
¢ Superior constructs of a very high standard 
¢ Immutable proofs and rationale 
*  Jtis Allah’s wisdom handed down to mankind 


The Amir ¢ says to: honour it, follow it, fulfill one’s obligations, and give it the respect it deserves 


Furthermore, the Amir ¢ also tells us which jurisprudential laws are to be followed (Jitu sl) I yims 
Mustradrek al-Wasael vol. 3 pg 507): 


During the life of Sheikh al-Tusi RA (10/11 Cent CE) 

Several scholars had a debate about al-Tusi’s book on fiqh 

Their dispute was so serious that the scholars prayed diligently for guidance 

They all had the same dream in which Amir al-Momineen ¢ praised al-Tusi’s book: 
5 sal 5 Asal) 2 pao (64 Algill an-Nihayah fi Mujarred al-Fiqh wal-Fatawaa 


The Amir ¢ said of 4:teill al-Nihyah, al-Tusi’s book on Jurisprudence: 


“There has not been a single author, regarding the jurisprudential laws of Mohammed 
and his household ¢, who has written a book superior in reliability, dependability of 
material, or worthy of referencing better than the book called al-Nihayah, the very 
book over which you are all in disagreement...” 

“..And this is so because its author relied solely on his pure intention, and directed it 
toward Allah, alone, seeking absolute closeness to Him, and not wanting anything 
other than to flatter Allah, alone, through his work...” 

“..S0 do not disagree about the correctness of that which its author has already 
guaranteed, and use this book, and put into practice what it teaches because he toiled 
to refine it, to organize it properly, and to investigate each issue thoroughly, until 
every single piece of knowledge found within it was correct from every possible 
angle.” 


The edicts found in 4:¢ill al-Nihyah instil and emphasize: 


Allah’s will is the center of religion, not humanist ethics and arguments 

The asiuell bl Path of Salvation which Allah wants followed 

A sense of society and self-worth in being Shia, the followers of 41! Ja! the Holy 
Household ¢ 

Reversion towards the moderate attitude, approach, and lifestyle of the Holy Prophet 
ue 

Allah’s vision for a utopia, a perfect society 


Contemporary jurisprudential books and attitudes, in contrast to 44! al-Nihyah, instil and 


emphasize: 


Humanist ethics and arguments are the center of religion, not Allah’s will 

Multiple “legitimate” interpretations can exist regarding the notion of astiell LI_~= the 
Path of Salvation 

“Shia” is a political party and a continuously developing social movement; it is 
mankind’s approximation of Allah’s will and vision 

The attitude, approach, and lifestyle of the Holy Prophet u-, although laudable, is 
conservative, outdated, and unnecessary 


Akhbaris and Usoolis must understand: 


They are two sides of the same coin 

Both Akhbaris and Usoolis, because neither group has direct access to the 12 Imam 
& , since he € is at present “...like the sun behind a cloud...,”are now facing difficult 
times 

Politicizing their Islamic ideologies, in the long run, only trivializes those ideologies 
in their own eyes, and in those of their own subsequent generations 

On many occasions, when giving the Amir ¢ glad tidings of eternal heaven, the Holy 
Prophet U= used the word 44 Shia, and never used the terms Usooli or Akhbari*. 


* this clearly indicates the Akhbari-Usooli divide was caused by ineffectual clergy 


Akhbaris and Usoolis must understand: 


The teachings of the Holy Quran 87:16-19, and the Amir ¢ point to a reoccurring pattern of human 


folly: 


People modify religion to appease their materialist desires 

Those modifications alter their religious mindset to a political and materialist one 
When their mindset turns political and materialistic they: 

hold grudges against each other 

show hatred for each other 

ignore and desert each other during difficult times 

divide into separate factions, and 

lose their claim as true believers in Allah’s point of view 


In light of the Amir ¢’s warning: 
¢ if there is no unity in times of difficulty between the Akhbaris and the Usoolis 
¢ if the spiritual and religious values of the Akhbaris and the Usoolis are washed away 
by their materialist attitudes 
¢ if the Akhbari and the Usooli lose their claim as believers in Allah’s point of view 
¢ Ifthe hearts of the Akhbaris and the Usoolis harden, and prevent them from following 
the advice of the Masoomeen ¢ 
...Neither the ““Akhbari,” nor the “Usooli” ideology, divided and on its own, is of any use because, per 
the teachings of the Masoomeen ¢ and the Holy Quran, there is supposed to be only one consolidated 
mindset, that of being Shia, with its connotations based in the way this term is used by the Holy 
Prophet U-, and also based in how it is presented in the Holy Quran. 


Jafer al-Sadiq ¢ advises all Shias: 
“SDL US Ue)! Ss ely stile oy JS 
Every day is Ashurah, and every land is Karbala” 


-Ashurah is the 10th day of the Islamic holy month called Moharram 

-Imam Hussain ¢, along with his supporters, was martyred on this day 

-it was, and still continues to be, the day of the greatest tragic battle ever fought 

-it is the quintessential example of the the most horrific struggles and hardships righteous people must 
face everyday 


Jafer al-Sadiq ¢ also says: 

“| selfs ie hah agg 9) Ce ne glared | Goa sl 

I wish that my followers were whipped upside their heads until they understood [their religion]” (Al 
Kafi vol 1 p. 31) 


-Islam, as a religion and a lifestyle, has two major components: Beliefs and Practices 

-Beliefs are thoughts and ideas that revolve around the central notion of The Oneness of Allah us, God 
-Practices, based on the jurisprudential laws of Prophet Mohammed and his household ¢, are the 
actions/duties/impositions one performs (eg. prayer, fasting, hajj, etc.); they help to deepen and 
intensify one’s beliefs 


Therefore a Shias, presently divided as “Akhbari” and “Usooli,” must: 
Exercise constant diligence, ever day, just to continue walking in the footsteps of the 
Masoomeen & 
¢ Defend against the tiniest erosion in Shia ideology, no matter where they live, and 
whether it is due to external or to internal causes 
* Learn and adhere to bona fide jurisprudential laws that the Masoomeen ¢ have 
taught, approved of, and left for us to follow 
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